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WHAT IS OPEN DATA? 



WHAT IS OPEN DATA? 

Open	  means	  anyone	  can	  freely	  access,	  use,	  modify,	  and	  share	  for	  any	  
purpose	  (subject,	  at	  most,	  to	  requirements	  that	  preserve	  provenance	  
and	  openness).	  

Open	  data	  and	  content	  can	  be	  freely	  used,	  modified,	  and	  shared	  by	  
anyone	  for	  any	  purpose	  

http://opendefinition.org 
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WHY OPEN DATA? 

… 
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PUBLIC SECTOR INFORMATION 

Image: http://addurl.xyz/Government/ 
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HOW TO OPEN DATA? 

http://5stardata.info 
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http://5stardata.info 



HOW TO OPEN DATA? 

Keep it simple.  
Start out small, simple and fast. There is no requirement that every dataset 
must be made open right now. Starting out by opening up just one dataset, or 
even one part of a large dataset, is fine – of course, the more datasets you 
can open up the better.  

Engage early and engage often.  
Engage with actual and potential users and re-users of the data as early and 
as often as you can, be they citizens, businesses or developers. This will 
ensure that the next iteration of your service is as relevant as it can be. 

Address common fears and misunderstandings.  
This is especially important if you are working with or within large institutions 
such as government. When opening up data you will encounter plenty of 
questions and fears. It is important to (a) identify the most important ones and 
(b) address them at as early a stage as possible.  

	




HOW TO OPEN DATA? 

Choose	  your	  dataset(s)	  

Apply	  an	  open	  license	  

Make	  the	  data	  available	  (in	  bulk	  and	  
in	  a	  useful	  format;	  consider	  API)	  

Make	  it	  discoverable	  



WHERE TO PUBLISH YOUR OPEN DATA? 

YOUR	  WEBSITE	   THIRD-‐PARTY	  SERVICE	   CONSIDER	  
A	  SPECIALIZED	  TOOL	  



http://ckan.org 







CONTACTS 
Instituto Pedro Nunes 
Rua Pedro Nunes 
3030-199 Coimbra, Portugal 
T +351 239 700 962 
F +351 239 700 965 
www.ipn.pt 
 

 
Thank you! 
 
 Paulo Rupino da Cunha 
 
rupino@ipn.pt 
  


